THE DESCENDANTS OF JAGIELLO
owning became a privilege which the nobles, as the only
landowners, naturally desired to monopolize. This
desire, and die increased demand for agricultural labour,
had a most vital effect upon social conditions and legis-
lature in Poland, as shall presently appear. The wealth
of the nobles gave them a new interest in the government
of the country, and they began to watch jealously over
their rights and privileges at the local Diets or sejmikL
They established the custom of being represented by
deputies (posly) at these assemblies, when personal
attendance was inconvenient or impossible ; and their
common class interests facilitated their domination of the
Diets.
Casimir married Elizabeth of Austria, who became
known as the Mother of the Jagiellos, for she bore him
six sons and seven daughters. The eldest of these,
Wkdiskw, Casimir established as King of Bohemia and
Hungary. Three other sons succeeded him on the throne
of Poland; a fifth became cardinal; and a sixth was
subsequently canonized as a Saint. Of the daughters,
one married John of Sweden and founded the Wasa
line of kings of Poland. In 1492 Casimir IV. died at
Troski, and his son John Albert was elected King of
Poland in his pkce. This election caused a wider differ-
ence with Lithuania than before. The Lithuanians also
held an election, and determined to choose for their own
king, Alexander, Grand Duke of Lithuania, and brother
of John Albert. Throughout his reign the Lithuanians
maintained their contention of a separate kingdom.
John Albert was a warrior at heart. His interests were
largely centred upon an expedition against Stephen, the
Hospodar of Moldavia.   He found that, as usual, no
money was available, and that the nobles were only
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